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Pamela Carey, Executive Director 

What a year it has been and I 

do not think I would change it. 

The past year has been 

difficult, exhausting and 

challenging for all. However, it 

has also shown us how 

committed, loyal, passionate 

and resilient we all are to 

come out on the other side of 

the pandemic, when there are 

many obstacles still in our 

path, some might say.  

Our board members, donors, 

parents, participants, staff and 

the community have supported 

and placed their trust in us 

through every decision that we 

have had to make this past 

year. We will continue to work 

on providing the safest, newly 

designed and engaging 

programs as the Center has 

always had for over 72 years.  

There were so many great 

moments throughout the year 

that allowed everyone to be 

connected; seeing our 

participants through Zoom, 

drive-by visits and drive-by 

parades are just a few. Our 

first drive-by parade was 

emotional for all. The news 

media came out, cars came 

through several times to see 

their staff, cars were 

decorated and staff made 

signs. Staff, participants and 

families were overcome with 

emotion just to see smiling 

faces of those they knew as a 

part of their daily routine. 

Throughout the months, the 

normal had to be reimagined: 

what the day looks like, the 

rooms, programs, 

transportation and staffing. 

The building was cleaned out, 

reorganized and set up to 

meet ALL of the COVID-19 

protocols. Teamwork and 

patience were abundant. 

Changes happened daily! 

Weekly meetings were held 

with all staff to try and stay on 

top of the changing 

environment and keep 

everyone as up to par as 

possible, as if it were possible, 

to be up to date. 

The day finally came when the 

Center was allowed to have 

participants back in the 

building again!  Welcome and 

we miss you signs were 

everywhere!  Attendance was 

low but our hearts were full!  

Masks, elbow bumps -  

everything was different. The 

rooms had life but the halls 

were quiet – something we 

were not used to. There are 

many things that we are not 

used to with the new 

programming, and we are still 

learning from them. 

Daily discussions about new 

ideas and how we are moving 

forward is our focus. The 

pandemic will not define us or 

deter us. To hear one parent 

say “five months at home was 

too long for my son or 

daughter” should never 

happen again. Barbara Olson 

Center of Hope will continue to 

advocate and put every step 

forward for each and every 

participant who chooses to 

spend their day with us. 

Finally, our supporters were 

there for the participants, as 

they always have been. 

Barbara Olson Center of Hope 

had an amazing year of 

support through grants, 

donations, and foundations, 

both new and established. We 

would not be able to be where 

we are today without each and 

every one – thank you for 

investing in us!  

Here’s to an amazing 2021! 

What a Year it has Been! 



 

Hope is a Powerful Inspiration 

friends, we are eternally    

grateful for your support! 

As we start off a new year, I 

am reminded of the great 

things we can accomplish 

when we work together. Hope 

is a powerful inspiration that 

keeps us going and pushing 

forward. I wish everyone a   

better 2021 and more positive 

days ahead of us. 

Tim Rogowski                  

Board President  
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Tim Rogowski, President 2018-20 

effort this past year. Even 

though at times our future 

looked dire and uncertain, the 

hard work and creativity never 

stopped. The team            

persevered and succeeded. 

Like so many small           

businesses, the Barbara    

Olson Center of Hope faced 

unforeseen financial        

hardships as well. At a certain 

point, our Finance Committee 

was faced with some very 

difficult decisions. Thankfully, 

with the help of your         

generosity and from many of 

our supporters, the storm 

cleared, and we have moved 

toward some brighter days. 

Our second annual           

HarvestFest fundraiser went 

virtual in October and was 

even more successful than 

the previous year. Our Giving 

Tuesday campaign resulted in 

a full month of record         

donations as well. To our 

sponsors, partners, and 

Dear Friends,  

Putting 2020 in the rear-view 

mirror is a blessing we can all 

agree on. While it was a period 

filled with many challenges, 

one concept rings true at the 

Barbara Olson Center of Hope: 

Our team and our participants 

are resilient! Overcoming so 

many obstacles over the last 

twelve months, we have pulled      

together, adapted, and forged 

new ways to continue helping 

those in our community. 

The pandemic changed how 

we operate almost overnight. 

Our staff had to adjust to     

numerous regulation changes, 

new protocols, restrictions, and 

safety measures. So much         

preparation and development 

went into assuring we could 

continue our mission. Our 

leadership at the Center stood 

up to the challenge and literally 

reinvented our service model. 

The board and I are so grateful 

for everyone’s dedication and 

Grants  

Thanks to the following 
foundations that   
awarded grants in FY20. 

Kiwanis Charities of      
Rockford, Inc., computers for 
Bridges Transition Program 

Helen Brach Foundation,          
non-ambulatory equipment 

Powertrain Rockford, Inc.,    
laptop & accessories for       
inclusive music program    

Rockford Cosmopolitan       
Charities, sensory equipment 

William S. Howard           
Charitable Trust, funding for 
Bridges Transition Program  

The Blazer Foundation, 
minivan, passive sling lifts  

The Coleman Foundation,   
matching grants for 
#GivingTuesday,  
#GivingTuesday Now        
campaigns      

United Way of Rock River 
Valley, iPads for outreach    
during COVID pandemic 



Participant Opportunities 

Super Shredders, a division of the Barbara Olson 
Center of Hope, was founded in 1999 as a way 
for the Center to support its operational costs of 
providing services and opportunities for adults 
with developmental disabilities, while also   
providing employment for participants who attend 
the Center.   

GourMutts started as a small craft program for our 
participants at the Center of Hope. The products 
were so popular that we now offer the flavored 
dog treats for sale in a selection of flavors.  

CES 
Community Engagement Services assists        
individuals who are able to work or volunteer out 
in the community. 

Volunteer Center 
The BOCOH Volunteer Center gives participants 
an opportunity to go out in the community and  
volunteer at places such as Meals on Wheels and 
the Rock River Valley Food Pantry. 

HOPE INDUSTRIES 

SUPER SHREDDERS 

GOURMUTTS 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 

By working for Hope Industries, participants at 
the Barbara Olson Center of Hope learn valuable 
life and work skills, increase self-esteem and 
have an opportunity to gain employment.  
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About Our Participants  

TOTAL: 169 
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FY20 in Review 

Operating Revenues 

66¢ of every $1                                    

come from State Funding 

Operating Expenses 

80¢ of every $1                   
are committed to Program Services 

Source: FY  2020 Financial Audit   

Key 

CILA  (Community Integrated 

Living Arrangement) 

ICF (Intermediate Care Facility 

for Developmental Disability) 

Caucasian 121 72% 

African American 37 22% 

Asian  2 1% 

Hispanic 7 4% 

Other 2 1% 

Male 103 61% 

Female 66 39% 

22-34 46 27% 

35-54 103 61% 

55+ 20 12% 

CILA 78 46% 

CILA Host Home 8 5% 

Home 77 45% 

ICF 6 4% 

   

AGE 

RACE & ETHNICITY 

RESIDENCE TYPE 

GENDER 

Snapshot: 2/5/20  

State Funding 

Contributions/Events  
Other  

11¢ 23¢ 66¢ 

Program Services 
Management/General  

20¢ 80¢ 



DONATIONS 

Advanced Machine &      
Engineering Co. & Hennig, 
Inc.  

Allen, Mary Beth 

Alexander, Vickey 

Alonzo, Joseph & Beth Ann 

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.  

Asher, Rebecca 

Austin, Jane 

Austin, Richard & Catherine  

Bachrodt, Patrick 

Baier, Mary K. 
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IN HONOR OF  
 

Todd Espy 

Kirkpatrick, Agnes 
 

Carm Herman 

Welch, William 
 

Bob, Kim, Nikki, Brian    
Marchione 

Tudor, Shirley Ann 
 

IN MEMORY OF  
 

Sandra Catron 

Derry, Michael & Beverly 

McCulloh, Larry & Rose  

Moriarty, Patrick & Cynthia 

Roehrig, Linda 

Sprigler, Elizabeth 
 

Margie Grass  

Dahlgren, Mark & Cecelia 
 

Kathy Knouse 

Knouse, Gary 
 

Vincent Livingston  

Dyal, Timothy & Vickie 

Walker, Tina 
 

Charlie Riggs  

Van Norman, Adrienne 
 

Joan Olson-Greenberg 

Bowers, Richard & Judith 

Brenner, Darrell & Donna 

Campos, Robert & Merideth 

Fry, Myron & Linda 

Geddes, Kristine 

Greenberg, Bessie 

Gwardys, Mary 

Kovanda, Sally 

Landi, Steve & Lynne 

Lind, Charles 

Luhmann, Diane 

Morris, Barbara A.  

Mullin, John  

Nazzarini, Richard & Marilyn 

Piippo, Michael & Susan 

Powell-Commare, Mary Ellen 

Rosenbloom, John 

Slowinske, Steve & Lnda 

Struck, Steve & Tracy 

Sutton, David & Damaris 

Sweeney, Harold & Holly 

Symes, Stephen 

Thompson, Gary & Carol 

Timm, LaVonda  

Timmerwilke, John & Patricia 

Vigna, John & Mary  
 

Tom Parr 

Tudor, Shirley Ann 
 

Margaret Wais 

Peterson, Todd & Sally 
 

Mary Beth Wehrle 

Davis Weber, Patricia 

Faynik, Carol 

Holstrum, Nancy 

Meltzer, Jean 

Mosny, Ken & Barb 

Pandya, Vidyut & Magda 

Powers, Mary Jo 

Rose, Carole 

Skala, Joseph & Sharon 

Thompson, Gary & Carol 

 

GRANTS 

Helen Brach Foundation 

Kiwanis Charities of       
Rockford, Inc. 

Powertrain Rockford, Inc.  

Rockford Cosmopolitan 
Charities 

William S. Howard Charitable 
Trust 

The Blazer Foundation 

The Coleman Foundation 

United Way of Rock River 
Valley 

Baker, Vickie 

Barclay, Richard & Verda  

Bari, Albert 

Barsema, Allan & Cathy 

Bartmann, Sarah 

Beard, Steven 

Beckwith, Ralph 

Beisler, Ron 

Benjamin, James & Sharon 

Benson, John 

Berger, Claude & Debra 

Berger, Paul & Mary  

Bergstrom, Inc. Charity  
Foundation 

Bohn, Dr. Roger 

Bonavia, Marian 

Boone, Kendall & Diane 

Boosters of Ellida Lodge #25  

Boxleitner, Jerry & Tammy 

Brearly, John C. 

Brodeski, Brent & Susan  

Brunner, Harry & Karen 

Brynteson, R.ichard 

Buffo, Peter & Cynthia  

Busse, Thomas 

Carey, Edwin & Pamela 

Carlson, Linda 

Cassaro, Catherine  

Colombi, Alex & Joan 

Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois    

Connor, Richard 

Cotsones, Rena 

Coulter, Cara 

Court Street United Methodist 
Church Women 

Creviston, Debra 

Crowder, Billie  

Davis Weber, Patricia 

Davis, Kathryn 

D’Angelo, Jennifer  

D’Angelo, Nancy 

Deitrick, Dolores  

DeLacey, Lynn 

Deming, Richard 

Thank You to Our FY20 Donors 
Our most sincere thanks to all of our donors, sponsors, and supporters.  

2019-20 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Officers 

Tim Rogowski,                

President   

Joseph Licari,                  

Vice President     

Jerry Boxleitner,               

Treasurer   

Stewart Magnuson,                 

Secretary 

Dr. Kendall Boone,         

Past President     

Members 

Lynn DeLacey       

Darrell Hines 

Bea Ricotta 

Peter Savitski 

Steve Slowinske 

LaVonda Timm 



Heartland Community Church 

Helen Brach Foundation  

Heinemann, Keith & Julie   

Hemmer, Nathan & Kimberly 

Herdeman, Daniel 

Herman, Charles & Ruth 

Herman, Dan & Carm  

Hickey, Gerald & Helen 

Himmel, Sophia 

HMC Products, Inc.  

Hogberg, Phyllis 

Holmin, Dana  

Hooks, David & Tammy 

Hoover, Wanda 

Hopkins, Laura A.  

Huckstep, Mervin & Ruth  

Hulick, Scott & Karen 

Hutchison, Karen & Vernon 

Jansson, Ralph 

Jaworowski, Daniel 

Joan Olson-Greenberg Estate 

Johnson, Brad & Debbie 

Johnson, Keith  

Johnson, Teresa 

Jourdain, Elmer 

Jurgens, Rick & Raeann 

Karberg, Fred 

Kelley, Claire 

Kelley-Williamson Company 

Kelly, Sandra 

Kersey, Dannis & Maryann 

Kickertz, Brenda  & Daniel 

Kinsinger, Cheryl & Daniel 

Kirkpatrick, Agnes 

Kiser, Jennifer  

Kjellstrom Family Fund of 
Community Foundation of 
Northern Illinois  

Klebs, Paul & Heather  

Klemm, Merry 

Kluz, Diana  

Knights of Columbus Council 
#15530, St. Bernadette 

Knights of Columbus Council 
#4330, St. Bridget 
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Dibble, Susan 

Dickson, Mary  

Dickson, Thelma 

Dietz, Deborah 

Dietz, Frederick & Ellen 

DiGellonardo, James 

Dimas, John Anthony 

Djurovich, Karen 

Douglas, Kenneth & Charlotte 

Dull-Monroe, Charlene 

Dykstra, Rick & Bobbi 

Eberle, Gareth 

Eckburg Insurance Group, 
Inc.  

Edlen, Aileen 

Erbo, Kelly 

Escalante, René & Debra 

Escalente, Vickie 

Espy, Kelly 

Estwing Manufacturing Co.  

Ferolie, Thomas & Judith 

Finnicum, Craig & Rosemary 

Flanagan, Richard & Nancy 

Gallagher, Dennis & Mary 
Jane 

Gaziano, Carolyn 

Gaziano, Joseph & Sophie 

George & Frances 
Schwenkner Charitable Trust  

Germano, John & Angelene 

Gille, Robert  

Giovingo, Philip 

Glaser, Bob 

Grady, William 

Graves, Kenneth & Helen 

Gray, Clifford & Joan 

Greer, Tim & Susan 

Gutierrez, Rosendo 

Guy B. Reno Family       
Foundation  

Gwardys, Stan & Mary  

Hagenlocher, E.G. & J.A. 

Halom, Jeffrey & Beverly 

Hansberry, James & Julie 

Hanson, Barbara 

Haskell, Donna 

Hazlewood-Miller, Barbara 

Knights of Columbus Council 
#8021, St. Peter  

Kovanda, Gary 

Kreissler, Ralph 

Kressin, Nancy 

LaBrant, Luella W.  

Lafler, Mary Lou 

Landi, Steven & Lynne 

Langdon, Tara 

Larson, Jay 

Larson, Norma 

Lasley, Morgan Anne  

Lasley, Tom & Jeanne 

Lee, Phyllis  

Leeson, Betty 

Leighton, Richard  

Lewis, George 

Lewis, Tammy  

Licari, Joseph & Janet 

Lincoln, Dawn  

Lind, Charles  

Lindstrom, Charles  

Long, Peggy 

Luhmann, Diane 

Lund, Don & Ardith  

Lundgren, Randall & Nancy 

Magnuson, Stewart & Cathy 

Magnussen, Robert & Cheryl 

Malone, Glorie 

Marchione, Bob & Kimberly  

Marcon, Melissa 

Marilyn J. Fulton Foundation  

Mark’s Tree Care  

Martin, Steve & Mary 

Martocci, Susan & John 

Maule, Eugene 

McBride, Andrew & Glenda  

McCullough, Daniel 

McGee, Larry & Betty 

McGuire, Vincent  

McMullen, Jerome & Janice  

Mendel, Lois  

Miller, Patricia 

Miner Family Charitable Fund  
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Scott’s RV Truck & Auto    
Repair, Inc.  

Sechler, Barbara & Brett 

Seger, Daniel & Lisa  

Sessing, William 

Seymour, Duane  

Shaw, R.K. & P.E. 

Simonson, Christian 

Simpson, Ronald & Donna 

Sjostrom & Sons Foundation, 
Inc.  

Skala, Joseph & Sharon  

Slowinske, Steve & Linda 

Smith, James G.  

Smith, James & Martha  

Smith, Jeff & Patty 

South Beloit Lions Club  

Stenzel, Paul  

Sterkeson, John & Mary Lou 

Street, Carl & Marlene  

Susanke, Jeffrey & Marietta  

Sturm, Jay & Rebecca 

Sutton, David & Damaris  

The Ben Harding Family  
Foundation  

The Pension Specialists, Ltd.  

Thompson, Gary & Carol 

Timm, LaVonda 

Toney, Anthony & Tonia 

Tucket, Martin & Roxanne 

Tumilowicz, Kristoffer &    
Patricia 

Turner, David & Cindy 

Urum, Michael & Susan  

Van Camp, Mary 

Van Norman, Adrienne 

VanFleet, Denise  

Vigna, Mary & John 

Vogel, Pamela 

Welca, Salem  

Westlake, Betty  

White, Jim & Cindy 

White, Mark & Catherine 

Wilhite, Tim  

Willging, Michael 

Wilson, Henry 

Winsett, Karen & Carl 

Woodward, Claudia  

Young, Robert 

Zammuto, Joseph  

Zammuto, Mark 

Zammuto, Nancy 

Zartman, Joyce 

 

FIRST FRIDAY WINE 
TASTING 

Arlale’s Wine & Spirits LLC 

 

HARVESTFEST 2019 

23 WIFR 

Abrahams, Dea  

Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. 

Burke, Gerry 

Carlson, Mitchell 

Caruana, Mark 

First Insurance Group 

Fogel, Vickie 

Herman, Dan & Carm 

Johnson, Brad & Debbie 

Jones, Lu Ann 

LawnCare by Walter 

Midland States Bank 

Landi, Steve & Lynn 

Laser Works of Illinois 

Lasley, Tom & Jeanne 

Magnuson, Stewart & Cathy 

Meridian 

Radakovitz, Joel 

Rogowski, Tim & Kathy 

SAVANT Capital               
Management 

Slowinske, Steve & Linda 

Ricotta, Bea 

The Blazer Foundation 

Woodward, Inc. 

 

 

Moore, Joseph 

Moore, Leslie & David  

Mosny, Ken & Barb 

Musso, Tom  

Myelle, Audrey  

Ogren, Gerald & Diana 

Olson, Barclay & Debra  

Orman, Nicholas  

Outzen, Arlene  

Pandya, Vidyut & Magda 

Panozzo, Mark 

Patch, James 

Pellman, Robert 

Peterson, David & Holly 

Peterson, Ralph & Jill 

Piccirilli, Linda 

Pierson, Elizabeth 

Pitterle, Carolyn & Randall 

Powers, Mary Jo  

Premo, Stanley 

Price, Rochelle  

Pumphrey, Betty Jean  

Riedstra, Barbara  

Riverside Women’s Guild 

Rizzo, David & Carmen 

Rock Valley Die Sinking, Inc. 

Rockford Generation, LLC 

Rockford Live & Let Live  
Society  

Rogers, Laura  

Rogowski, Tim & Kathy 

Rolling Green Elementary 
Student Council  

Romo, Robert  

Roscoe United Methodist 
Men  

Rudnicki, Edward  & Jeanne 

Ryder, Dana 

Savitski, Peter   

Scarpaci, Kathleen 

Schaefer, Paul 

Schneck, Al & Jamie 

Schober, Robert 

Schoff, Dean & Rebecca 

ROCK FOR THE        
CENTER 

Alonzo, Joseph & Beth 

Berger, Claude & Debra 

Dietz, Deb 

Finnicum, Craig & Rosemary 

Klebs, Heather 

McGee, Larry & Betty 

McMullen, Jerome & Janice 

Mendel, Stephen & Lois 

Myelle, Audrey 

Rizzo, David & Carmen 

Schoff, Dean & Rebecca 

Walkup, Denise 

 

Mission 

Help individuals with      

developmental         

disabilities reach      

personal goals through 

individualized skill      

development, vocational                 

opportunities, and       

community service.  

Vision 

To assist people with  

developmental         

disabilities to live as 

members of the        

community, providing 

choices for training,     

employment, education, 

and friendship in a    

setting where everyone 

shows respect and  

appreciation.  


