
Changing the Impossible 
Tomorrow we dare to dream and 

change the impossible to reality 

as we seek integration of 

Barbara Olson Center of Hope 

participants and high school 

students into our community by 

providing innovative Programs 

and Services. These programs 

will offer active, enriching, 

therapeutic, educational, 

vocational, and employment-

oriented services outside of the 

conventional Developmental 

Training Program walls. 

It is our goal to utilize our 

businesses and services as both 

an employment opportunity for 

our participants and staff, and as 

an avenue to become less 

dependent on state funding. We will use any revenue from our 

businesses to enhance the Center’s programs by providing 

adaptive equipment and assistive technology that will enable our 

participants to enhance their abilities through intensive 
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vocational training, life-skills 

training, community job 

placement, training and 

sensory integration training. 

We also strive to teach good 

citizenship through our 

participants’ involvement in 

numerous community projects 

at our Volunteer Center. 

Our current goals are to 

integrate as many participants 

as possible into the community 

“The Center continues to provide a safe, supportive environment for 
individuals to not only improve their skill sets and utilize them to the 
best of their abilities, but to have fun while doing it.”  

From the President of the Board 
help accomplish these goals. 

We are blessed with awesome        

participants and their families. I 

truly believe there are        

treasures in heaven awaiting 

all those who contribute their 

time, energies, talents and  

finances to this worthy         

endeavor. 

Kendall Boone                      

Board President  
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Dr. Kendall Boone, 2017-18       

Impossible, continued from Page 1 on a daily basis and find more 

revenue through our current 

and new businesses. We want 

all our participants to be as 

independent as possible at 

home, at work and in the 

community. We were thrilled 

to open our newest site in 

Rockton, which has ten 

participants who spend their 

day enjoying the community. 

 

Barbara Olson Center of Hope 

is celebrating its 70th year of 

helping individuals with       

special abilities. I am sure that       

Barbara Olson herself would 

be proud to see what her   

center has become and how 

bright the future appears. The 

Center continues to provide a 

safe, supportive environment 

for  individuals to not only   

improve their skill sets and 

utilize them to the best of their 

abilities, but to have fun while 

doing it.  

We are blessed to have such 

dedicated staff and aids to 

Dear Friends, 

It has been another banner 

year for this wonderful          

organization. It is amazing that 



About Our Participants  

TOTAL: 166  
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2017-18 by the Numbers   

Operating Revenues 

75¢ of every $1                                    

come from Government Contracts 

Operating Expenses 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Contributions/Special Events

Sales to the Public

Government Contracts

Other Fees/Misc.

80¢ of every $1                   
are committed to Program Services 

Source: FY  2018 Financial Audit   

Key 

CILA  (Community Integrated 

Living Arrangement) 

ICF (Intermediate Care Facility 

for Developmental Disability) 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Program Services

Management/General

Caucasian 120 72% 

African American 34 21% 

Asian  2 1% 

Hispanic 7 4% 

Other 3 2% 

Male 103 62% 

Female 63 38% 

22-34 54 33% 

35-54 88 53% 

55+ 24 14% 

CILA 72 43% 

CILA Host Home 8 5% 

Home 78 47% 

ICF 7 4% 

Nursing Home 1 00% 

AGE 

RACE & ETHNICITY 

RESIDENCE TYPE 

GENDER 



70 Years Ago: How It All Started  

Local Business Doing Business with COH 

In 2018, Barbara Olson Center 

of Hope celebrated its 70th   

Anniversary. It’s appropriate to 

share a little about how we got 
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started in 1948 and our founder, 

Barbara Olson.  

The dream of a School of Hope 

to educate children with         

developmental disabilities to 

whom the public schools denied       

access first began in 1948. 

Classroom activities  began in 

family basement quarters and at 

various locations throughout the 

city. Eventually, the Rockford     

Parent Group built the first 

School of Hope on Arthur      

Avenue in 1959. The land and 

building were entirely funded by 

the parents’ donations and    

numerous fundraising events, 

without any federal or state 

grants!   

Our Hope Industries division 

brings in vital income to the 

Center. By hiring our           

participants to perform jobs for 

local businesses, partner   

companies support our        

revenue flow, offer               

self-esteem, and provide paid 

work for our participants. For 

Endries International, Inc., our 

participants do light assembly 

of parts and packaging. Our 

contact at the local Endries 

division wrote this:  

I would like to send a quick thank you for all the service you have 

been able to provide for Endries over the many years. Endries 

has worked with the School of Hope for more than twenty years. I 

appreciate the quick response, the quality of the work and the 

supportive staff. Linda and Kristen are definite assets to your  

organization, outstanding to work with, able to get the assembly 

and other jobs done timely, and on several occasions, very  

quickly.  

I hope to continue this working relationship for many years to 

come. 

Best Regards, 

Randy Clauson                                                                                    
Sourcing Analyst                                                                                 
Endries International, Inc.                                                                                   
4250 McFarland Rd, Loves Park, IL      

Barbara Olson, Founder  

The law changed in 1972 and 

public schools were required to 

provide a free, appropriate    

education to all children. Since 

the School’s children now     

attended public schools, the 

School redirected its mission to 

focus on adults with disabilities 

and provide them with           

opportunities. As more adults 

were accepted, the School of 

Hope needed even more space. 

In 1982, the Whig Hill School 

building on Central (the current 

location) was purchased and 

named the Barbara Olson      

Center of Hope, to honor the 

woman who spearheaded the 

group’s efforts. 
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Thank You  
Our most sincere thanks to all of donors, sponsors, 

and supporters. We sincerely apologize if any name 

has been inadvertently omitted. This in no way  

reflects our appreciation.  

Phillip, Ms. Barbara 

Ralph Baudhuin  Foundation 

Roscoe United Methodist Men 

Salem Welca 

Savant Capital, LLC 

Savitski, Mr. Peter 

Schick, Mr. & Mrs. Larry 

Schmitt, Ms. Myra 

Seymour, Mr. Duane 

Sons of The American Legion 

South Beloit Lions Club 

Starbucks Coffee Co.  

Stenzel, Mr. Paul 

The Bergstrom Inc.          
Charitable Foundation 

Truist 

United Way of Greater Atlanta 

United Way of Brown County 

United Way of Greater      
Philadelphia 

United Way of MA.  

United Way Suncoast 

Uram, Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Walsh, Ms. Carol 

Winsett, Mr. & Mrs. Carl 

YourCause AT & T 

YourCause Employee Giving 

YourCause General Mills 

YourCause Pepsico        
Foundation 

Zachary, Mr. Larry 

Zartman, Ms. Joyce 

 

#GIVINGTUESDAY  

Adell, Ms. Karen 

Asher, Ms. Rebecca 

Bayci, Ms. Anna 

Berger, Ms. Mary 

Bohn, Roger 

Boxleitner, Mr. Jerry 

Cain, Ms. Chase 

Carey, Ms. Pam 

Carlson, Mr. Mitch 

Casey, Ms. Denise 

Greenfield, Mr. Roger 

Guy B. Reno Family        
Foundation 

Hart, Mr. & Mrs. Raymond 

HMC Products, Inc. 

Hooks, Mr. & Mrs. David 

Hoover, Ms. Wanda 

Jacobson, Mr. & Mrs. Roberta 

Johansson, Mr. Russell 

Johnson, Mr. & Mrs. Brad 

Johnson, Ms. Joyce 

Kinsinger, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel 

Kirkpatrick, Ms. Agnes 

Kjellstrom Family Fund of the 
Community Foundation 

Knights of Columbus at       
St. Bernadette Parish 

Knights of Columbus at       
St. Bridgette Parish  

Knights of Columbus at       
St. Rita Parish 

Letourneau, Ms. Judith 

Lewis, Ms. Tammy 

Lindstrom, Mr. Charles 

Lobianco, Ms. Rosa 

McBride, Mrs. Glenda 

McGee, Mr. Lawrence 

McLester, Mr. Michael 

Miner Family Charitable Trust 

Network for Good 

Ogren, Mr. Jerry 

Mueller, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

Nelson, Mr.& Mrs. Wayne 

Russell, Ms. Georgann 

Sciame, Ms. Carol 

Sternlieb, Ms. Lynne 

Timm, Ms. LaVonda 

Weeks, Ms. Margaret 

Weller, Ms. Rosemarie 

Zammuto, Mark & Antonette 

Zammuto, Ms. Carmella 

 

GRANTS   

Community Foundation of     
Northern Illinois 

GKN Foundation 

Helen Brach Foundation 

Rockford Cosmopolitan Club 
Charities 

Woodward Inc. Trust 

 

DONATIONS 

A F Ahlstrand Charitable 
Foundation 
Advanced Machine &        
Engineering, Inc.  

Alexander, Ms. Vickey 

Allen, Ms. Mary Beth 

Alpine Bank 

Brader Conti, Ms. Mary 

Cain, Mr. Scott 

Castle, Ms. Jean 

Court Street United Methodist 
Women 

Dietz, Ms. Deborah 

DiGellonardo, Mr. James 

Erboe & Associates, CPAs 

Escalante, Rev. René & Debra 

Exelon Corporation 

George & Frances 
Schwenkner Charitable Trust 

Gilmore, Ms. Tanya 

Goodshop 

IN HONOR OF  

Todd Espy 

Alonzo, Mr. Joseph 

John Johnson 

Malone, Mr. & Mrs. Timothy 

IN MEMORY OF  

Dorothy Case 

Tudor, Ms. Shirley Ann 

Loretta Corrado 

Ditto, Ms. Mary 

Chuck Hansel 

Herman, Rev. Dan 

Mark Johnson 

Johnson, Mr. Keith 

Joy Lynne Hemmer 

Kirkpatrick, Ms. Agnes 

Beulah Slaughter 

Sutton, Ms. Damaris 

Warren Tudor 

Tudor, Ms. Shirley Ann 

Edith J. Watts 

Blake, Mr. & Mrs. John 

Rose Mary Zammuto 

Banker, Mr.& Mrs. Jeff 

Bayci, Mr. & Mrs. William 

Bonacquisti, Mr. & Mrs. 

Burkhardt, Ms. Gwenda 

Burton, Mr. & Mrs. Paul 

Cason, Ms. Margaret 

Cherweznik, Ms. Mary 

Crowley, Mr. & Mrs. James 

Dahlgren, Mr. & Mrs. Mark 

Dombro, Ms. Amy 

Gaziano, Mr. Paul 

Germano, Mr. & Mrs. John 

Getto, Mr. Carl 

Hall, Ms. Rita 

Hokanson, Ms. Maria 

Marko, Ms. Marie 

McDermott, Mr. Michael 



Scarpaci, Ms. Kathleen 

Schober, Mr. Robert 

Schoff, Ms. Megan 

Schoff, Ms. Rebecca 

Seger, Ms. Lisa 

Slowinske, Mr. Stephen 

Smith, Mr. Michael 

The Coleman Foundation  

Timm, Ms. LaVonda     

Vigna, Ms. Mary 

Wallace, Ms. Justina 

Walsh, Ms. Carol 

Walter, Ms. Deborah 

Welch, Mr. William 

Zammuto, Mr. Mark 

Zammuto, Ms. Antonette 

Zammuto, Ms. Carmela 

Zammuto, Ms. Nancy 

Zammuto, Ms. Rose Mary 

 

WISH LIST  

Adamany, Mr. & Mrs. John 

Advanced Machine &      
Engineering, Co., Inc. 

Anstedt, Mr. & Mrs. H.    
Jackson 

Atwood Foundation 

Austin, Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Ayers, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

Bach, Mr. & Mrs. Gary 

Bagnuolo, Ms. Heidi 

Bari, Mr. Albert 

Bari, Mr. Alfeo 

Barsema, Ms. Cathy 

Bartmann, Ms. Sarah 

Beckwith, Mr. Ralph 

Beisler, Mr. Ron 

Benjamin, Mr. & Mrs. James 

Benson, Mr. & Mrs. John 

Blair, Ms. Sharon 

Bonavia, Mrs. Marian 

Brearley, Mr. John 

Brooks, Mr. & Mrs. David 

Brunner, Mr. & Mrs. Harry 

Burke, Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 

Call, Ms. Mary 

Cason, Ms. Margaret Ann 6 

Christensen, Mr. Mark 

Corcoran, Mr. Cameron 

Coulter, Ms. Cara 

Dalton, Ms. Rachel 

Danca, Ms. Stephanie 

D'Angelo, Ms. Nancy 

Davis Weber, Ms. Patricia 

Davis, Ms. Kathryn 

DeLacey, Ms. Lynn 

DiGellonardo, Mr. James 

Doepke, Mr. Steven 

Edwards, Mrs. Andrew 

Escalante, Ms. Victoria 

Espy, Ms. Kelly 

Franklin, Ms. Dawn 

Gastmann, Mr. Daniel 

Gaziano, Ms. Mary Louise 

Gaziano, Ms. Sophie 

Gaziano-Box, Ms. Tresa 

Gendenbaater, Ms. JoJo 

Gleasman, Ms. Mary 

Greer, Mr. & Mrs.Timothy 

Gwardys, Ms. Mary 

Hahn, Ms. Becky 

Hamblock, Ms. Jenna 

Hamilton, Ms. Andrea 

Harner, Ms. Erin 

Harrison, Ms. Emily 

Herman, Ms. Carm 

Hodge, Ms. Chelsey 

Huels, Ms. Megan 

Johnson, Dr. Bradley 

Johnson, Mrs. Deborah 

Kelley, Mr. Claire 

Kickertz, Ms. Brenda 

Kinsinger, Ms. Cheryl 

Kirkpatrick, Ms. Agnes 

Kiser, Ms. Jenny 

Kovanda, Mr. Gary 

LaBrant, Ms. Lu 

Landi, Ms. Lynne 

Letton, Mrs. Bonnie Rae 

Licari, Mr. Joseph 

London Williams, Ms.      

Josephine 

Magnuson, Mr. Stewart 

Magnuson, Ms. Alexandria 

Magnuson, Ms. Cathy 

Marcon, Ms. Melissa 

Moonwoman Books 

Moore, Mr. David 

Nivinski, Ms. Brianna 

Nutial, Ms. Amy 

Olson, Mr. Christopher 

Olson-Greenberg, Ms. Joan 

Oster, Mrs. James 

Panozzo, Mr. Mark 

Panozzo, Ms. Susan 

Peterson, Mr. Joshua 

Peterson, Ms. Katie 

Peterson, Ms. Shelie 

Pierson, Ms. Elizabeth 

Potter, Ms. Carla 

Re, Ms. Meagan 

Rogowski, Mr. Timothy 

Rudy, Mr. Kevin 

Ryan, Mr. John 

Ryder, Ms. Dana 

Sage, Ms. Joan 

Savitski, Mr. Peter 

Scadden, Ms. Viola 

Conner, Mr. Richard 

Corcoran, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 

Costello, Ms. Cynthia 

Cox, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas 

Dahlgren, Mr. & Mrs. Mark 

Deitrick, Ms. Dolores 

Dickson, Ms. Thelma 

Dietz, Mr. & Mrs. Frederick 

Estrada, Mr. Robert 

Faulkner, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis 

Flanagan, Ms. Nancy 

Garrett, Mr. & Mrs. R. Royce 

Gaziano, Mrs. Carolyn 

Gilmore, Ms. Tanya 

Giovingo, Mr. Phillip 

Glasson, Mr. Mark 

Gorman, Ms. Susan 

Grady, Mr. William 

Gray, Mr. & Mrs. Clifford 

Gross, Mrs. Emma 

Gutierrez, Mr. Rosendo 

Halom, Ms. Beverly 

Halvorson, Mr. Wallace 

Harding, Mr. Ben 

Hargrove, Ms. Margy 

Hazlewood-Miller, Ms. Barb 

Helen Brach Foundation 

Herdklotz, Mr. & Mrs. Steven 

Herman, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 

Honeycutt, Mr. & Mrs. Tom 

Hooks, Mr. & Mrs. David 

Huckstep, Mrs. & Mrs. Mervin 

Hutchison, Ms. Karen 

Ingrassia, Mr. Theodore 

James, Mr. & Mrs. Russell 

Jansson, Mr. Ralf 

Karberg, Mr. Fred 

Kennedy, Ms. Joyce 

Kreissler, Mr. Ralph 

Lafler, Ms. Mary Lou 

Lambert, Mr. & Mrs. Laird 

Langejans, Dr. & Mrs. Gordon 

Larson, Ms. Jeanine 

Leach, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Leeson, Ms. Betty 

Leighton, Mr. Richard 

Lippert, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 



Thompson, Mr. & Mrs. Gary 

Trenhaile, Mr. & Mrs. Scott 

Truitt, Mr. & Mrs. Michael 

Tumilowicz, Dr. & Mrs. Kris 

Turner, Mr. & Mrs. David 

White, Mr. & Mrs. Jim 

Wilson, Mr. Henry 

Winsett, Mr. & Mrs. Carl 

 

NEWSLETTER            
DONATIONS 

Adell, Mr. & Mrs. Arvid 

Allen, Ms. Mary Beth 

Alonzo, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph 

Atkins, Ms. Julie Ann 

Austin, Mr. & Mrs. Richard 

Bachrodt, Mr. Patrick 

Bari, Mr. Alfeo 

Barsema, Mr. & Mrs. Al 

Bartmann, Ms. Sarah 

Benjamin, Mrs. Sharon 

Carlson, Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey 

Carlson, Mr. & Mrs. Steven 

Dahlgren, Mr. & Mrs. Mark 

Davis Weber, Ms. Patricia. 

De Bruler, Ms. Valerie 

Djurovich, Ms. Karen 

Escalante, Mr. & Mrs. Rene 

Fath, Mr.& Mrs. Harold 

Flanagan, Ms. Nancy 

Fosler, Ms. Hope 

Giovingo, Mr. Phillip 

Gleasman, Ms. Mary 

Gutierrez, Mr. Rosendo 

Halom, Ms. Beverly 

Hazlewood-Miller, Ms. Barb 

Held, Mr. Kenneth 

Huckstep, Mr. & Mrs. Merv 

Hutchison, Mr. & Mrs. 
Vernon 

Hutt, Dr. William & Martha 

Jaworowski, Mr. Daniel 

Johnson, Ms. Joyce 

Kennedy, Ms. Joyce 

Kubitz, Mr. & Mrs. Jack 

LaBrant, Ms. Luella 

Lafler, Ms. Mary Lou 

Lambert, Mr. & Mrs. Laird 

Lancaster, Mr. & Mrs. Donald 

Larson, Ms. Jeanine 

Leeson, Ms. Betty 

Long, Mrs. Peggy 

Mark's Tree Care, Inc. 

McBride, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 

McNelly, Dr. Rick 

Myelle, Ms. Audrey 

Phillip, Ms. Barbara 

Piper, Mr. & Mrs. Chuck 

Plummer, Ms. Carolyn 

Pruitt, Mr. & Mrs. Leon 

Rudnicki, Mr. & Mrs. Edward 

Ryder, Ms. Dana 

Savitski, Mr. Peter 

Score, Ms. Elaine 

Sechler, Mr. & Mrs. Brett 

Shaw, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

St. Angel, Ms. Constance 

Street, Mr. & Mrs. Carl 

Sturm, Mr. Jay 

Swinbank, Ms. Judith 

Thompson, Mr. & Mrs. Gary 

Turner, Mr. & Mrs. David 

Van Camp, Ms. Mary 

Vigna, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Winsett, Mr. & Mrs. Carl 

Wyatt, Mrs. Joetta 

Zahniser, Ms. Deborah 
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Long, Ms. Peggy 

Lundgren, Mr. & Mrs. Randall 

Magnussen, Mr. & Mrs.   
Robert 

Marilyn J. Fulton Foundation 

Martocci, Ms. Susan 

Maule, Mr. Eugene 

McBride, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 

McGuire, Mr. & Mrs. Vincent 

McNelly, Mr. Rick 

Miller, Ms. Patricia 

Mosny, Mr. & Mrs. Ken 

Mullins, Ms. Earlynn 

Myelle, Ms. Audrey 

Nyquist, Ms Cynthia 

Okeson, Mr. Gilbert 

Olson, Mr. & Mrs. Barclay 

Olson, Ms. Helen 

Outzen, Ms. Arlene 

Pandya, Mr. & Mrs. Vidyut 

Panozzo, Ms. Pauline 

Pellman, Mr. Robert 

Peters, Mr. & Mrs. Beverly 

Peterson, Mr. & Mrs. Ralph 

Phillip, Ms. Barbara 

Piper, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 

Plumbers and Pipe Fitters 
Local 23 

Plummer, Ms. Carolyn 

Powell, Ms. Dorothy 

Rieken, Ms Joyce 

Riverside Women's Guild 

Rockford Live & Let Live 
Society 

Rondone, Ms. Mary Ann 

Rudnicki, Mr. & Mrs. Edward 

Schaefer, Mr. Paul 

Score, Ms. Elaine 

Scott's RV Truck & Auto   
Repair 

Shaw, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Shigley, Mr. & Mrs. Gregg 

Slowinske, Mr. Stephen 

Somaraju, Mr. Ram 

Sturm, Mr. Jay 

Sutton, Mrs. Damaris 

Swinbank, Ms.  Judith 

Szewczyk, Mr. John 

ROCK FOR THE                    
CENTER FAMILY                   
FESTIVAL  

Dull, Ms. Terri 

Espy, Mrs. Elizabeth 

Greer, Mrs. Susan 

Hook, Mr. & Mrs. David 

Jurgens, Mr. & Mrs. Rick 

Kojro, Mrs. Wanda 

Landi, Mrs. Lynne 

Mosny, Mrs. Barb 

Seaberg, Mr. Carl 

Slowinske, Mr. Stephen 

Walsh, Ms. Carol 

Westlake, Ms. Betty 

 

ROOF CAMPAIGN 

Barsema, Ms. Cathy 

Boxleitner, Mr. Jerry 

Cincinnati, Mr. Brian 

Escalante, Rev. & Mrs. René 

HC Anderson Roofing, Inc. 

Luhmann, Ms. Dianne 

Magnuson, Stewart 

Magnussen, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Maule, Mr. Eugene 

Mid-City Office Products 

Milestone RocVale Foundation 

Morrall, Ms. Sherri 

Olson-Greenberg, Ms. Joan 

Rigsby, Ms. Barbara 

Schoff, Ms. Becky 

Shaw, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

The Pension Specialist, Ltd. 

Thompson, Mr. & Mrs. Gary 

Wartowski, Mr. Thomas 

Wilhite, Mr.Tim 

Young, Mr. Robert 

 

WHEEL CHAIR FUND 

Catholic Woman's League of 
Rockford 

Heartland Community Church 

 



Grants  

Thank you to the         

following foundations that 

awarded grants to the 

Center of Hope.  

Community Foundation 
of Northern Illinois 

GKN Land Systems  

Helen Brach Foundation 

Rockford Cosmopolitan    
Charities  

Woodward Inc.         
Foundation 

Clockwise starting top right: 

Community Foundation of    

Northern Illinois, Super       

Shredders van; Woodward, Inc. 

Foundation, new roof; Rockford 

Cosmopolitan Charities,     

changing table. 
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